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The Special Citizens Investigating Committee (SeIC) was a crime commission 

organized by the New Orleans Cooonission Council and the Metropolitan Crime com-

mission to help overcome crime and corruption and to ~orrect situations that bred 

crime. The SCIC was formed in reaction to the blatant role of organized crime in 

New Orleans as revealed by testim0l1Y given to the Kefauver investigating Com-

mittee in January, 1951. Interviewed by the New Orleans media on May 22, 1951, 

Kefauver recommended the local formation of a crime commission to suppress crime 

on a grand scale. In May 1952, a group of New Orleans business and clergymen 

organized the Metropolitan Crime Commission. However, subsequent public scandals 

led to the formation of an independent investigative body composed of three cit-

izens, called the Special Citizens Investigative Committee. It had authority to 

hire counsel and to investigate the police department of the city of New Orleans. 

Aaron M. Kohn, lawyer and former F.B.I. agent who had just completed a ten-

month study of crime in Chicago, was selected to run the SCIC. He arrived in June 

1953, set up necessary legal authority, chose investigators and eventually dis-

closed ample evidence of criminal activity in the city, particularly in the areas 

of gambling, prostitution, bribery and handbook operati.ions. He methodically 

analyzed the police department and its personnel through all its divisions; sent 

special investigators out as undercover agents to clubs, bars and other sites 

where suspected gambling was located; sent subpoenas to suspects and held public 

and private hearings. 

The Special Citizens Investigating Committee Papers contain information 
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